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Perspective
Letters, Comments, Queries

lihis is the last issue of Perspective.
LJ

When Eastern Washington University's magazine for alumni and

friends next comes to you this fall, it an·ives with a new name - Eastern
- and a new design. Magazines such as these should refresh themselves
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Ph one:
W rite:
Fax:

perspective@ mail. ewu.edu
(509) 359-6422
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from time to time to keep up with you, the reader, to provide the kind
Supporting EWU

of information about your University and its alumni that is relevant to
you. We've heard from several of you about this in focus groups we
conducted this spring.
Why Eastern 1 Well, that's who we are. We'1·e proud of Eastern, the
university, and we want you to recognize that this magazine comes
from yOLn alma mater tt1e very moment you see it in your mailbox.
So look for Eastern in a mailbox near you in September

For information about makin g a gift to Eastern , pl ease
contact the EW U Foundation
E-mail:
Phone:
Write:
Fax:

erin.grou rke@ mail .ew u.edu
(509) 359-6358
EWU Foundat ion, 127 Hargreaves Hal l,
Cheney, WA 99004-24 13
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Speaking of changes, this issue of Perspective takes a look at the
past several years at EWU and highlights the innovations and forwardthinking changes that have taken place, the changes that have given
Eastern Washington University muscle. it's our progress report to you.
We also feature a wonderful Korean War-era band, a sprightly
centenarian, an exceptional Eagle headed for the National Football
League, an entrepreneur who knows how to flip a hamburger into
a big business success, some stellar authors and a look at our winter
without sno1..v. Hopefully, the1·e's something for every reader of

Perspective - a goal we cherish and vvi!I strive to maintain in Eastern.

Perspective, a magazine for alumni and fri ends of Eastern Washington
Unive rsity, is publi shed in September, Jan uary and May by University
Relati ons and ma iled free in t he U.S. to alumn i of record.
Cover: Right arm courtesy of Ni ck Denbeigh, sophom ore Eagle
football pl ayer.
A complete online version of this issue is available at
www.ewu.edu/perspective
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G rAn
Owing StrOnger:
EWU Progress Report

Stories by David Rey and Stefanie Pettit

I

n this spanking new
Washington

University

century, Eastern
has

blossomed

as an educational leader in the state of

Washington, an innovator and an institu-

strength that has caught the attention of
business and industry leaders, politicians and
- most importantly - students.
On the following pages, an update is

tion others look to for a blueprint on how to

presented -

a progress report on your

problem-solve and develop forward-thinking

university, the people and the events from

vision.

the late 1990s to today - how we bloomed,

~

Going back a few years into the 1990s,
it didn't look like that's where Eastern was

the state of our garden today and how we
plan to keep growing stronger.

headed. Since those days, Eastern developed
a new kind of muscle, displaying an inner

Seven Years of Progress: A List

■

Washington Legislature directs EWU to refocus its mission as a residential campus.

■

Aaron Gutierrez named as the first EWU student member of the EWU Board of Trustees.

■

Stephen M. Jordan named president; he and his wife Ruthie return the president's official residence
from Spokane to the Cheney campus.

■ Anew mission

statement is developed, proclaiming Eastern a student-centered university that prepares
"broadly educated, technologically proficient and highly productive citizens."

■

JFK Library addition/renovation completed.

■

The Seattle Seahawks return their summer training camp to EWU for the second year in a row, citing

When the skies got cloudy over Eastern in
the mid-1990s, largely due to a declining
enrollment picture, a lot of people at the
University rolled up their sleeves and got
to work to fix things.

for one more year, occupancy in the residence halls improved by

Rick Romero, '78 B.A. marketing and '93 M .B.A., who was

Today, it's sunny, with prospects bright for continued

15 percent in 1997 and was up to 1,300 students by 1998.
Meantime,

Brian

Levin-Stankevich,

then

vice

provost

for Student Affairs and Enrollment Management (and now
provost/vice president for Academic Affairs and newly named
interim president), began to develop strategies to recapture
enrollment - and by fall 1998, the turnaround had begun .

director of business services at the time (and is now associate vice

improving conditions at Eastern . This spring, the University

presid~nt for business services), took under his umbrella Eastern's

experienced its 15th consecutive quarter of record enrollment

housing system, which had dropped to an all-time low occupancy

growths - way ahead of what had been considered very

rate of 947 in 1996. He developed a plan to hold housing costs

optimistic targets in the late 1990s. Residence hall occupancy

level for students, offer more single-occupancy rooms and provide

today stands at 2,000 - with plans under way to accommodate

an incentive grant for students who chose to live on campus .

2,500 students in campus housing.

Even though enrollment at the University continued to decline

The not-so-closely guarded secret is that when the 1998
Washington Legislature directed Eastern to refocus itself as a
residential campus in Cheney, the seeds for that strategy had

Iii*

.1.

already been sown and were quietly germinating - in large
part driven by the housing business model and the enrollmentrecapture plan .

~·

"

Of course, the legislative
mandate was added incentive
to keep headed in the right
direction, said Gordon Budke,
current chair of the EWU Board
of Trustees and a member
since September 1997.
It's not only what Rick
Romero

or

Brian

Levin-

Stankevich did back then

- Gary Locke, governor of
Washington, 1997-2005

that got Eastern to where it

the University's superior athletic facilities; the Seahawks camp has returned every
summer since.
• Fall quarter enrollment begins an upswing after four consecutive years of
enrollment declines; approximately 1,300 students live in campus residence halls,
an increase from the low of 947 in 1996.
• In fall quarter, EWU pilots the WUE (Western Undergraduate Exchange) program,
which allows students from 14 western states to attend Eastern, paying 150
percent of in-state tuition.
• Dr. Jordan calls for an enrollment level of 9,000 full-time equivalent students by
2010 (by 2003-2004, an annualized FTE enrollment of 8,956 FTEs is reached).

• The Office of Naval Research funds a $1.2 million project at EWU to
develop a prototype for detection of airborne microbes that may be
used in bioterrorism or biowarfare.
• Louise Anderson Hall placed back in service as a residence hall after
18-year hiatus.
• EWU named a "hidden treasure" by Newsweek magazine.
• As part of an effort to take education out to where students live,
EWU begins offering classes in a community center at the Spokane
Valley Mall.

is today, Budke said, but they are symbolic of the talent, the
kind of thinking and action at Eastern Washington University
that moves to the forefront when it's needed most.
"What Eastern had was institutional will," Budke observed.
"We had - and continue to have - people who work here who
love this place and who understand that it takes both an innovative
academic and business plan to make and keep a university healthy.
We have a university community that 'gets it,' that gets who we
are and what we need to do - then goes and does it."
There probably isn't anyone who knows anything about Eastern

Trustee Gordon Budke in the central mall on campus .

who would disagree with this statement: The best thing Eastern's
"Frankly, the best higher education budget presentations I've

Board of Trustees has done in the last 1O years is to bring Stephen

seen in recent years have come from Eastern," sa id Schoesler,

M. Jordan on board as president of the University in July 1998.
"No doubt about it, Steve
built a strong management
team,

pulled the University

together

to

agree

on

a

mission statement, bolstered

a member of the Senate's K-12 & Higher Education and Ways
and Means committees. "Steve Jordan, Mary Voves (EWU vice
president for Business and Finance) and others from Eastern give
presentations that let us know where the institution has been,
where it's going and leave nothing to doubt."
It's the team that has been built and the initiatives undertaken

our student support services
and helped raise awareness
of

the

institution

across

these past several years that created the stability and status Eastern
now enjoys, said Budke. Here are a few highlights:

the state," Budke said . "He

•

Expanding the "hub and spoke" co'ncept of higher

was the right man at the

education. While continuing to grow a strong residential

right time. I've seen firsthand

campus,

how well he and Eastern are

locations across the state, recognizing that underserved and

respected now in Olympia."

place-bound students need upper division college degree

Eastern

increased

its off-site offerings to

nine

State Sen. Mark Schoes ler,

programs right where they live. Thi s past year, 620 fully

who has served Washington's

qualified transfer students found no room at the state's four-

eastern counties both in the

year institutions. Jean Floten, president of Bellevue Community

House and Senate since 1993,

College, notes that Eastern's 2-plus-2 offerings at BCC are

has observed the transforma-

"a godsend" for her students. "It's a great partnership. We

tion with pleasure.

have not found the same level of cooperation from other

• EWU receives $340,000 grant from the Fund for Improvement of
Post-Secondary Education for an innovative curriculum revision
(begun in 1999), integrating social and behavioral sciences disciplines
and providing career-centered certificates, a curriculum model which
now leads the nation .
• Occuational Therapy Program begins.
• National Science Olympiad held on campus, drawing 2,000-plus
middle school and high school science students to Eastern's campus
for the annual nationwide competition.

• Renovated Monroe Hall reopens.
• EWU Children's Center opens.
• The old Jore School, a one-room schoolhouse from Newport, Wash .,
moved to the campus.
• The Associated Press locates its Western Election Center at EWU,
tracking election returns from 20-plus states in the November general
election (the center returns in 2002 and 2004).

institutions," she said at this spring's dedication of the EWU

@

Bellevue facility on BCC's campus.
•

Developing programs that meet the needs of today's

marketplace and anticipating future demand - such
as new offerings in physical therapy, electrical engineering,

master plan. And getting broad and deep ownership in that

cybersecurity, forensics and the true-to-our-roots disciplines in

planning. "We know clearly where we want to go and how to

education - and properly marketing them . Former Washington

get there," Budke said.

Gov. Gary Locke concurs: "Eastern established itself in the state
by emph-asizing and promoting outstanding programs .. .and
now more people than ever are aware of them and the high-

•

Being student-centered. Eastern is first and always a

teaching institution centered on its students. One aspect of this
is keeping costs as low as possible and providing value-added

quality education that Eastern provides."

benefits, such as free ridership on Spokane Transit Buses.
•

Being a partner in the community, as with the creation

in 2002 of the Institute for Public Policy and Economic Analysis,
which provides interdiscipl inary research and data analysis on
matters of significance to business and government officials,

•

Understanding the need for private support. As state

support continued to decline as a percentage of Eastern 's
operating budget, the administration and EWU Foundation
boldly reach out to alumni and friends to help leverage grants

planners and other decision makers.

and contracts. The EWU Foundation's fund-raising efforts in
•

Smart future planning for the institution. Academic

2005 expect to exceed $4 million; in 1995, $877,000 was

strategic planning; long- and short-range planning for growth,

raised . Total endowed assets, including those managed by the

capacity and resources; developing @nd revising a campus

state, were $15.6 million, as of the most recent annual report.
In the period July 1, 2004-March 31, 2005, Eastern secured
$8.2 million in external grants, up 16 percent in a year.
Eastern's direction since the late 1990s has established the
University as a strong higher education presence in the state . "I
can't think of one thing Eastern hasn't improved upon over these
last several years," Sen. Schoesler said.
Budke observed that there's a good roadmap for the future
on the table now, a living document, and the people in place at
all levels within the institution to move forward with confidence.

• EWU named to The 201 Best Colleges of the Real World and Newsweek
names the University to its Best Values for the Tuition Dollar list.
• Pathways to Progress, a Cheney-EWU community revitalization group,
is created; a long-term plan begins with a first project, linking campus to
downtown Cheney with sidewalks.
• Lech Walesa, creator of Poland's Solidarity movement, is the inaugural
speaker in EWU Presidential Speaker Series.
• EWU's health science programs move into a new building at the
Riverpoint Higher Education Park in Spokane.

• Brewster Hall opens in downtown Cheney as a public-private housing and retail facility.
• Eastern announces a new Forensic Science Program.
• Renovated American Indian Studies Center (Longhouse) reopens.
• The Institute for Public Policy and Economic Analysis is established to provide the region
with independent interdisciplinary analysis of social, economic and public policy data.
• EWU Board of Trustees calls on the University to engage in a strategic planning process
to set the course for the future.
• A Center for Entrepreneurial Activities and a distinguished professor of entrepreneurship position are established.

Right Man
at th e Right Time

The

There is a moment in all challenging ventures
when the protagonist realizes a corner has
been turned and things will be different
from that point on. For Stephen Jordan, that
moment was heralded by Jingle Bells.
Jordan and his wife Ruthie stood on the porch of their
campus residence on a chilly December evening in 1998 and
enjoyed enthusiastic Christmas carols courtesy of students in
Eastern's sororities and fraternities.
"That's when Ruthie and I knew this was going to work,"
Jordan said.
Making "this" work was by no means a guarantee when
he took the reins as president of EWU in the summer of 1998.
Eastern was struggling to shake off the perception that it was
a failing university that needed to be bailed out by its bigger
sibling in Pullman.
Eastern's community wasn't ready to give up on the school,
however, and the University's studentS: faculty, staff, alumni and
friends came together to show things could still work at EWU.
Into that rallying climate came Jordan, and as things seem
to happen when dealing with destiny, a happy accident got the
collaboration between the community and the new boss off on
a good foot.
The EWU Board of Trustees wanted the new president to live
in Cheney and even began formulating plans for construction
of a huge presidential home. It didn't appear there was any
residence in town appropriate for the president's house.
It turned out that was not completely true.

• Northern Ireland Peace Accord broker and · former U.S. Senate Majority
Leader George Mitchell is the second speaker in the Presidential Speaker Series.
• EWU sponsors a Civic Breakfast for business leaders in Seattle; speaker Steve
Ballmer, Microsoft CEO, calls for better funding of higher education in Washington .
• Academic strategic planning process begins.
• Free bus ridership provided for students, faculty and staff.
• Ground broken on the $25 million School .of Computing and Engineering
Sciences building; occupancy to take place in summer 2005.
• EWU opens Early Head Start and Childcare Center in Colville.

• Fall quarter sees an all-time high 9,775 students (headcount) enrolled;
2,000 students live in University housing. Sixty percent of the students
whose programs are based in Cheney now live on campus or in Cheney.
• Consumer's Digest lists EWU among the National Top 50 Best Values
for Public Colleges and Universities.
• New Woodward Field press box and donor suites completed, additional
seating provided; project funding began with an anonymous donation
of $1 million.
• David McCollough, Pulitzer Prize-winning author and presidential scholar,
is the Presidential Speaker Series presenter.

There was the University House on campus, which had once been

That's why Jordan is so confident that the University's current

the presidential residence but had been converted into other uses when

momentum will continue even as he departs. The people who are

Jordan's three predecessors elected to live in Spokane.

leading the growth phase of the University are still going to be in place,

After looking it over, the Jordans decided the house "had good

one of whom will take over as interim president.

bones." He didn't need a new, expensive house, he told the Trustees,

Jordan said Interim President Brian Levin-Stankevich's leadership

and there were better uses for the money it would take to build a new

in the academic strategic planning process, the centerpiece of EWU's

structure. So, University House was quickly retooled into a residence

restructuring itself for the future, makes him the perfect choice to keep

once again, and the Jordans moved in.

things moving forward until a new, permanent president is hired .

"Looking back, we didn't have any idea how much goodwill
moving on to campus would generate," Jordan observed .

Knowing the University is in good hands as he leaves makes Jordan
feel more comfortable with his decision to move on and return to his

Taking up residence on campus sent a message that a sense of

roots in Colorado (he becomes president of Metropolitan State College

community was going to be valued by the new administration, and the

of Denver July 1), but he knows there will be moments when the reality

almost immediate overall cooperation Jordan received from the various

of leaving will hit him hard .

Eastern constituencies showed that message resonated.

"I don't think you can spend - not just the physical time, but the

It also showed he would be accessible and available .

emotional capital - and not continue to have a special feeling for this

"I don 't think you fully realize the extent to which people see you as

place," Jordan said . "People develop a great sense of belonging to this

being there to help them when you make yourself accessible," Jordan
said. "And people here certainly aren't intimidated by 'office."'
Choosing a very public persona carried a risk for Jordan, as it made
him an easier target for blame if his plans for reshaping Eastern went
wrong - but the risk also carried rewards .
"If you happen to achieve the success you plan for, it gives you the
great opportunity to do things differently than they were done before,"
Jordan explained .

University."
He expects that his final act as president, hooding the first doctoral
class in Eastern's history (34 doctor of physical therapy graduates), will
be especially bittersweet and emotional.
"That first doctorate awarded is a huge step in the life of any
university - sharing that with that first class of students is going to be
a special highlight I'll carry with me forever," he said .
Reflecting on his years at Eastern, he added a poignant preface to

Jordan received a lot of credit for Eastern's successes over the past

what has become Steve Jordan 's best-known declaration : "No matter

seven years because of his public accessibility, but he is quick to point

where I go or what I' m doing, I'll always believe and say, 'It's a great

out that it was the entire Eastern team that repositioned the University

time to be an Eagle!"'

as a model for public higher education in the state.
"I think what makes the turnaround at Eastern special is that this
success is not my success - it's the success of the people who work
here, teach here and learn here," Jordan said. "It's the faculty, students
and staff and their work that did this."

• Eastern offers the only children's studies major in the nation .
• The EWU Business Resource Center is established with a $94,000 grant
from the Jones Foundation.
• EWU and Gonzaga University collaborate to offer a joint degree in law
and master of social work.
• Tawanka Commons expansion/renovation completed .
• The Eagles basketball team goes on to postseason "March Madness"
NCAA Basketball Tournament play.
• EWU Press' annual Get Lit! spring literary arts festival features Dave Barry
and Kurt Vonnegut.

Leadin a Winnin Team
Union, to the wa rm sea breezes of Florida
and eventually to his current post as interim
president at Eastern.
Chosen by the EWU Board of Trustees to
guide the University between the departure
of Stephen Jordan and the hiring of the next
president, Levin-Stankevich continues to be
the man people reliably turn to during times
of change .
After working as director of enrollment
management at Florida Atlantic University,
Levin-Stankevich took on duties as dean of
undergraduate studies when changes there
dictated the need . During his time at Eastern,
he took a leadership role when Jordan needed
an interim provost - eventually competing for
and being named to the position in 2002 . His
contributions in Academic Affairs made it a
natural for Jordan to recommend him to the
Dr. Brian Levin-Stankevich

Trustees as interim president.
"Brian is the natural choice - you just

H

e might not have known it 40 years ago, but Sunday
afternoon car rides in upstate New York would play
a big role in Brian Levin-Stankevich's future - it was
on those excursions with his father that he learned the
value of the question "Why?"

community that was established in the ethnic

"We'd talk about things and Dad would always ask, 'Why is that?"' Levin-Stankevich

Eastern European neighborhood of his boyhood

recounted. " I think it rubbed off on me - I want to understand why we do things."

have to look at his l~adership in the academic
strategic planning process," Jordan said . " Plus,
he's got experience in student affairs - he
has a great sense of what a student-centered
university should be."
That sense is rooted in a strong belief in

in Buffalo.

Th e family inquisitiveness that helped the father design better windshield wiper blades

"It was the same neighborhood my

for the newest Detroit automobile models rolling off the assembly line helped the son

parents grew up in, where people watched out

navigate a career that led him from his hometown of Buffalo to the Cold War-era Soviet

for each other," he said . "It was one of those

• A Grand Opening held for the refurbished one-room schoolhouse,
renamed the Cheney Normal School Heritage Center.
• Eastern becomes the only public comprehensive university in the state to
gain permission to offer a baccalaureate electrical engineering degree.
• The Washington State Government Digital Archives building opens on
campus; it is the first such facility ever constructed in America.
• A group of Pakistani educators comes to EWU under a USAID grant
program for training in educational reform.
• The Eagles football team wins the Big Sky Conference championship and
goes on to postseason play.
• Academic Strategic Plan approved by EWU Board of Trustees.
Eastern

2005 (so far)
• The EWU Alumni Association tabulates stat1st1cs about alumni
(including degree- and non-degree-holding alumni) - of whom there
are 77,899 living in all 50 states and U.S. territories, as well as 60
foreign countries (from Argentina to Zimbabwe).
• The Get Lit! spring literary arts festival features writer Salman Rushdie .
• The Washington State Patrol's new crime lab opens on Eastern's campus.
• EWU is the presenting sponsor of the Washington Technology Summit
in Seattle.
• An agreement is signed with Bellevue Community College in which

places that wherever you were when dinnertime rolled around, that's
where you ate."
Although today's world seems to be losing some of that sense of
community, university campuses stand as the exception, he observed.

Drawing upon his experience at Buffalo and FAU, Levin-Stankevich
began constructing an enrollment and recruiting strategy where none
really existed before. Eastern had traditionally relied upon location, low
price and accommodating admissions requirements to draw students.

"This University should be a community because we best succeed

That model wasn't working anymore and enrollments started

as one, as a family," he said. "That's one of the reasons I try to continue

shrinking, eventually prompting the state to discuss the merger issue.

teaching periodically, as well as being an administrator. It's important

But by the time the merger talk was hot, the framework of Levin-

to connect with students in the classroom ." (He taught history and is

Stankevich's plan was in place.

working to develop a master's in student affairs.)
Just as he wants students to choose Eastern, that's just what he
did himself a decade ago when he turned down a job offer in New
York and instead looked to Cheney.

The next fall, after Jordan arrived, the plan started to take hold
and a growing population of high school graduates led to the biggest
freshman class at Eastern in a decade.
All those high-pressure situations and the steady, deliberate moves

"Eastern was the right fit," Levin-Stankevich said. "People here

toward alleviating them gave Levin-Stankevich a bit of a reputation as

accept you based on what you contribute, not on your title - that's the

a "serious guy," someone who is all business. His academic discipline,

kind of place where Debi and I wanted our kids to grow up."

the dauntingly serious-sounding topic of 19th century Russian history,

Levin-Stankevich has always seen himself as a problem solver, and

might have added to that perception. (His interest in Russian history led

he certainly had his work cut out for him when he arrived at Eastern

him to the Brezhnev-era Soviet Union in 1977 on a yearlong Fulbright-

in 1995. The University was sliding down a slope that nearly led to

funded research project.)

merger into WSU.

While he is certainly serious about his work, both professionally
and academically, those who work with him know firsthand his
relaxed sense of humor. And then there's hockey.
As unlikely as it might seem for a man who came to Cheney from
Florida, he founded the Eagles club hockey team and continues to
serve as assistant coach . His passion for the sport notwithstanding, it's
all about community, engaging students in yet another way as part
of the Eastern family. He takes a personal interest and watches pretty
closely to be sure his players keep up on their studies.
And, he notes, "it's amazing how much you can learn about the
University on a bus trip with 25 students to Salt Lake City and back."
As Levin-Stankevich steps in to lead Eastern, he understands that a
successful interim president is one who understands the University and
believes in its future - and, like a good hockey coach, knows what to

Brian Levin-Stankevich coaching the Eagles club hockey team .

Eastern will offer the second year of a baccalaureate degree in four
disciplines on the BCC campus; more degrees are planned for this 2plus-2 partnership. EWU gains its own building at BCC.
• Spring quarter sees the 15th consecutive quarter of record enrollments.
• EWU students vote to assess themselves an annual $165 fee to help
pay for half of a $20 million recreation center to be built in proximity
to the Pence Union Building; the project will come up for a vote by
the EWU Board of Trustees in June 2005.

do with momentum and how to lead a winning team.

• EWU graduates its first class of physical therapy doctoral students.
• Strategic planning component focusing on growth, capacity and
resources scheduled for Board of Trustees' approval in June 2005,
bringing full circle the Trustees' 2002 charge to the institution to create
a blueprint for the future matched to the ability to fund it.
A year-by-year history of major events at Eastern, going back to
the beginning, is available at www.ewu.edu!x 14012.xml (courtesy of EWU
Library Archives & Special Collections).

• EWU President Stephen M. Jordan announces his departure for the
presidency of Metropolitan State University of Denver; EWU Provost
Brian Levin-Stankevich named interim president.

www.ewu.edu
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EWU has expanded it's "wheel
and spoke" philosophy of higher

•

education and has these offerings throughout Washington:

South Seattle Community College - Seattle
• BS Applied Technology

Pierce College Fort Steilacoom - Tacoma
• BS Dental Hygiene

__
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Higher Education Center - Vancouver
MSW Social Work

lQ,. •

With this spring's Commencement, 34 Eastern students become the first group in the
state's history to earn a doctoral degree from a regional university. The doctor of physical
therapy degree is being conferred to this first graduating class since Eastern was
approved to develop the master's program into a D.P.T., which is now the standard degree
for the field .
"This has been an adventuresome and cohesive inaugural class, one that has
worked through a difficult curriculum and a number of life-altering experiences - from
the visual stroke one of them suffered to the young mother of two who delivered twins
in the middle of the three-year program, only missing three days of classes," said Meryl
Gersh, professor of physical therapy.
Physical therapy has always been a program marked by excellence at Eastern. The
master's-level graduating class of 2003 had a 99 percent passing rate on the national
licensure exam, compared to the 75 percent national average passing rate. (There was no
physical therapy graduating class at EWU in 2004, a transitional year between the master's and
doctoral programs .) The D.P.T. class of '05 was honored June 9 at a special banquet at Spokane's Davenport Hotel.
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The Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), the
nation's largest and most respected professional non-profit organization
for individuals working in the advancement profession, this spring
recognized Perspective with a Bronze Award for writing .
The writing team of Stefanie Pettit, Pat Spanjer, Erin Long-Kytonen
and _Paul Seebeck received the award for their stories in the spring/
summer and fall 2004 issues of the magazine - covering the NCAA
post-season basketball tournament, the success stories of three lowincome students and a profile on former Get Lit! organizer Scott Poole.
Stefanie and Pat are on staff at Eastern, Erin is an alumna ('03 B.A.
English) and Paul is a free-lance writer involved with Eastern athletics.

Tee Off in Seattle and Spokane this Summer
/

The 2nd Annual EWU Puget Sound Golf Tournament again gives Eastern alumni and friends in the
fJuget Sound area a chance to reconnect with one another and with their alma mater - at the Golf
Club at Newcastle this July 14. Cost is $225, including reception and awards ceremony. The event
benefits student scholarships and the EWU Alumni Association . Information is available at www.
ewualumni.org; or contact Alisun Dvorak at (509) 235-5027 or advorak@mail.ewu.edu
Also mark your calendars for the Ron Raver Memorial Golf Classic on Aug. 3 at Spokane's
MeadowWood and Liberty Lake golf courses. This tournament organized by the Eagle Athletic
Association (with about 300 participants) benefits scholarships for student athletes. Cost is $125 per
entrant, which includes lunch, dinner, awards ceremonies and more. Information is available at
www.eaglefans.org; or contact Marc Hughes at (509) 359-2462 or marc.hughes@mail.ewu .edu

More than 100 alumni from Washington, Oregon, Idaho and California gathered
on campus at the end of April for a '50s decade reunion. This photo from the
luncheon was just one of the new memories created. Classmates had a lot of fun
reconnecting with one another and with Eastern - and got to visit and share their
wisdom with current students, as well.
They also enjoyed an athletics showcase, dinner and dance at the Davenport
Hotel, a guided and narrated tour of the historic campus and the opportunity
for some of them to make music with the EWU Concert Band at a special
performance. (Read about a few of those former band members on page 20.)
The 40th year 1965 class reunion takes place at Homecoming this fall - Oct. 22-23 - with the classes of '64 and '66 invited, too .
Contact the Alumni Office at (509) 359-5034 or www.ewualumni.org for information. This reunion could be the perfect fit for you!

www.ewu.edu
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Windfalls

(Simon & Schuster 2004)

Jean Hegland, '84 M.A. English-rhetoric/composition
Windfalls, Jean Hegland's second novel, is a story of contemporary motherhood, of

two women who made different choices about motherhood and who meet and
influence one another in surprising ways later in life. Some of it is set in the rolling hills
of the Palouse of southeastern Washington .
Her first book, The Life Within: Celebration of a Pregnancy, is a work of creative
nonfiction which deals with the experience of pregnancy from a scientific, cross-cultural
and personal perspective. She describes her first novel, the 1997 post apocalyptic Into the
Forest, as a "future history, in which the story is true, but it just hasn't taken place quite

yet." Into the Forest has been translated into 13 languages.
"There is some common DNA in what I write," says the native of Pullman, Wash.,
who now lives in the Northern California wine country with her husband and three
children and where she teaches creative writin g at Santa Rosa Junior College .
"I've always loved writin g but hadn't learned how to write, really, until I began
my graduate studies in rhetoric and composition at Eastern ," she said. "Two of the
professors who had an impact on me there were Roland Huff (author of a book on composition theory) and John Keeb le (author of many
works of fiction and nonfiction, inclu ding Out of the Channel: The Exxon Va ldez Oil Spill in Prince William Sound).
"From Dr. Huff, I learned that the stu ff I had been writing was not necessarily as awful as I'd thought; I had simply been writin g
first drafts. And in addition to all I learned from John Keeble about writing fiction, I learned a lot about teaching, as well."

Citizen Vince (ReganBooks 2005)
Jess Walter, '87 B.A. journalism
Citizen Vince expands on Jess Walter's ability to bring together the true crime genre

with literary narrative in thi s, his third novel, which critics are already hailing as hi s best.
Set in 1980, Citizen Vince is the story of eight pivotal days in the life of Vince Camden,
a sma ll -ti me criminal relocated to Spokane under the Witn ess Protection Program , whose
donut-making job, not to mention the rest of his life, is disrupted as his New York past
shadows him. Spokane residents will recognize the real-life locales - like the Ridp ath
Hotel and Sam's Barbecue Pit.
As Vin ce also struggles with choices in the coming presidential election (Reagan
vs. Carter) - an emotionally deeper element of the plotline than might be expected in
what appears to be a crime novel - the choices from his old life intersect with his new
one. Will he come to understand that his redemption lies in Spokane?
Jess Walter is well known for his nonfiction book Every Knee Shall Bow: The Truth
and Tragedy of Ruby Ridge and the Randy Weaver Family, coauthorship of Christopher

Darden's In Contempt(the bestselling account of the O.J. Simpson trial) and novels Over
Tumbled Graves (a New York Times notable book) and Land of the Blind, which have appeared in 10 countries and eight languages.

The award-winning former journalist for The Spokesman-Review also coauthored - with his brother Ralph ('91 B.A. journali sm)
- a hard-to-categorize work of humor in the winter 2005 issue of Perspective . We're still recovering.
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rI'HE LIFE OF

Willie Willey
Nature Boy

•

Traveler

•

Ambassador of Good Will

The Life of Willie Willey (Daily Journal of Commerce 1966)
Keith L. Yates, '53 B.A. journalism
Keith Yates, a member of Eastern's Korean War-era band (see story, page 20) wrote this
short chronicle of the adventures of Willie Willey, Spokane's ambassador of goodwill, in
1966. It depicts the times of a gentle eccentric, a man who lived on land in the Hillyard
area of Spokane, often seen with "beard flying in the wind and bare shoulders shining ."
Willey, a man who loved the outdoors but was not especially fond of clothing, wished
to live life on his own terms. He harmed no one and was a friend to all, doing kind deeds
for others . Clearly at odds with convention, Willey often ran afoul of the law - such as
when he sought to attend the 1933 Chicago World's Fair in bare feet, wrapped in nothing
but an animal fur.
In simple prose, Yates paints a clear and kindly portrait of this one-of-a-kind individual,
a man who was described by Bishop Schroeder to the 300-plus people attending his
funeral in 1956 as a person whose goal was creating a haven for homeless animals and
human beings, anything or anyone that was destitute .

The Eagle Outpost is a nice little bookstore two blocks from Showalter Hall - on the main
floor of Brewster Hall in downtown Cheney. On the three upstairs floors, some 135 Eastern
students occupy suites as part of Eastern's residential life system. Just a short corridor away
is Kafka, a Seattlesque coffee/sandwich shop filled with comfy couches and chairs, perfect
for curling up in with a good read and a steaming cappuccino.
What Eastern's Eagle Outpost offers, that other bookstores don't, is a section devoted
to works by EWU campus authors, books written by Cheney residents, books published by
the EWU Press and books written by Eastern alumni. Currently, the Eagle Outpost stocks
some 50-plus titles that fall into that category.
Lowell Simonsen, general book buyer for the University Bookstore, says he's always on
the hunt for more titles by Eastern faculty and alumni.
"I try to stay on top of what they're writing, so we can carry their works, but I really
appreciate hearing from people to keep me updated . It's kind of a family thing," said
Lowell, who has family connections of his own. Wife Mina is an administrative assistant in
the EWU College of Arts and Letters and their son Flint Simonsen is an associate professor
of counseling, educational and developmental psychology at the University.
Eastern moved all of its general books to the Eagle Outpost from the main Bookstore in
the Pence Union Building when Brewster Hall opened in 2002. The idea was to concentrate
and expand those offerings in a convenient location that serves both the campus and the Cheney community. The Bookstore in the PUB
carries textbooks, supplies and Eagle logo merchandise.
The Eagle Outpost's approximately 7,500 titles include best sellers, mass market and trade paperbacks, regional titles, science fiction,
cookbooks, magazines and more. The store also offers children's programs, story time and activities, with a spectacular free Harry Potter
blowout scheduled for this July 15 to celebrate the release of the newest Harry Potter book - including food, costumes and giveaways.
The Eagle Outpost is located at 404 2nd Street (corner of F and 2nd streets) in Cheney just down the hill from the front door of Showalter Hall. Lowell
Simonsen can be contacted at (509) 359-2443 or lowell.simonsen@mail.ewu.edu

www.ewu .edu
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Michael Roos:
From Estonia to Eastern
,to the

NFL

ByDaveCook

astern's proud tradition of sending players to the ranks of
professional football continues.

E

Since moving to the NCAA Division 1-

It was during that same year that Eagle head

AA in 1984, Eastern has had 43 players drafted or

football coach Paul Wulff happened to be watch-

sign free agent contracts with National Football

ing a videotape of another player on Michael's

League or Canadian Football League teams.

high school football team when he noticed a tall

Twelve of them have been offensive linemen .

and somewhat gangly (6'6", 225-pound) tight

This spring marks a special moment in that

end/wide receiver. A few days later, Wulff took

tradition as Michael Roos - a 6-foot-7, 320-

a closer look by attending one of Michael's high

pound offensive tackle on the Eagles 2004 cham-

school basketball games and knew in a moment

pionship team - was selected April 23 by the Ten-

what he was looking at - an offensive lineman in

nessee Titans in the second round of the National

a tank top, shorts and sneakers.

Football League draft. With that, he becomes
Eastern's highest-ever NFL draft choice .
"I'm very happy," Michael said, "and I'm a lot

"I knew all along from the first five seconds I
saw him," Wulff said. "He didn't know that until
a year and a half later."

less nervous now. It's hard to sit and wait because

Michael started in 35-straight games at left

there are 15 minutes between each pick ." (He

offensive tackle for the Eagles. After a variety of

was the 41 st selection overall in the draft and the

All-America honors last fall, Michael was tapped

first NCAA Division 1-AA player taken .)

for the East-West Shrine Game and Senior Bowl.

"It didn't surprise me," said Eagle head coach

And he received a spate of recognition, such as 1-

Paul Wulff. "There are a lot of really good players ...

AA.org's Lineman of the Year, American Football

but I truly thought he was one of the best players

Coaches Association Division 1-AA first team and

in America - period."

first-team Big Sky Conference honors.

A college education, let alone a professional

Michael has earned his B.A. in business

football career, was not something Michael ever

with double majors in finance and economics.

expected when he was a boy. Born in 1982 in

He appreciates his education and the athletic

Tallinn in the Baltic state of Estonia, his early child-

scholarship that made it possible. He knows his

hood was set against the backdrop of a country

family didn't have the resources to send him to

seeking independence from the Soviet Union .

college and that having only played one year of

Michael's divorced mother moved her three
children to the United States in 1992 and worked

football in high school, not many colleges were
willing to take a chance on him.

at two jobs in Vancouver, Wash ., to provide a new

But then, there's a tradition within Eastern

opportunity for the family. Michael played soccer

Athletics for spotting and developing student

and basketball in Estonia, so it was natural that

athletes and for giving deserving students a

he gravitated to basketball in an American high

chance. Michael is the latest proof.

school. He only tried a stint at football - and tight
end, at that - during his senior year at Mountain
View High School.
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If you visit him at his home south of San Francisco, don't
expect to go out to a 'fancy restaurant. He's a gourmet
cook who will make dinnerforyou himself. He likes to eat
at home.
The son of a meat cutter from Chowchilla, Calif., he and
his wife Stella recycle and turn out the lights when they
leave a room .
When their home got a little worn around the edges,
they didn't buy or build something grander. They
remodeled. Theirs is an elegant yet understated
rancher in the hills where they raised their children and

•

Tom and Stella Thompson .at home near San Francisco.

which they filled with beautiful things collected in
their travels. "Well, we liked it and wanted to stay
- with the right innate gifts, education and mentors - hit big. "Don't

there," Tom says .

forget the sweat equity," Tom adds.

As a student athlete at Eastern, 1968-72, he was a two-

What friends describe as such a surprise about the man is his guy-

sport man (baseball and football) who as Eastern's

next-door demeanor and genuine enthusiasm for all things big and

quarterback held several records for passing that stood

small - and that he lists among his most cherished accomplishments

for 20 years. Seven of his high school teammates

being the first male PTA president of his children's school. (He and

followed him to Eastern. He was a leader already.

Stella are parents to Jason, a financial analyst in Foster City, Calif.;

Tom Thompson's story in many ways is not unlike other
successful entrepreneurs, people from modest means who
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Matthew, who is with Carl's Jr. in Redwood City, Calif.; and Michelle,
a bal lerina with Texas' Ballet Austin.)

Eastern Washington University
------ - - - --

- -- - - - - - - -

- - - -- - ---

Tom said he is humbled that his high school named

sales (Stella handles the day-to-day business operations),

him to its Hall of Fame, that he was named the Nation's

and in his semi-retired status delights in golf and wine

Restaurant News Chain Leader Operator of the Year

and travel. Indeed, he and Stella recently returned from

in 1998 and that this year Eastern selected him for

India as they work their way through the book 7,000

recognition as Entrepreneur of the Year.

Places to See Before You Die.

"This is a big deal for me," he said .
"It's a recognition by peers that I've
done something pretty well."
He openly expresses gratitude for
the education that helped launch him
into

business.

"What a wonderful

experience it was for me at Eastern,"
he said, "with good, solid and inspired
teaching in business and wonderful
coaching from Ed Chissus and Ron
Raver. I lived in Pearce Hall and also had
a job doing laundry for the Athletics

In the mid-1980s, Stella, who is

Dad always
said he thought
I'd do good,"
Tom commented.
"He figured I was
a good kid, so I
would do good.
I guess I did.

Department. So, since I had a key to the
athletics facilities, I could go shoot some hoops while the
clothes were drying ."

"'

Tom began his career in bus in ess w ith a 12-year

Armenian and was born in Tehran ,
found and purchased some land in the
Napa Valley on which cabernet grapes
are grown. Thus began their small wine
grape business, an extension of their
love for wine itself, a love which has a
prominent place in their home.
One of the renovations to their
home includes a temperature-controlled
wine room with floor tiles they brought
back from a trip to the Tuscany region
of Italy.

Also, in their dining room, they proudly display The

San Francisco Suite, a group of signed lithographs by
Salvador Dali, which they bought in Chicago in 1977.

apprenticesh ip at Jack in the Box, during which time he

"We had been transferred to Chicago and were

and Ste lla, also a restaurateur, were married . Together

beginning to make a little money, but not that much,"

they invested in seven Carl's Jr. restaurants. He moved to

Tom said. "Because we're from San Francisco, we fell in

the parent company CKE in 1994 and became president

love with the lithographs, put $1,000 down on them and

and COO, helping to raise th e company's stock value

paid them off at $200 a month."

from $3 to $46.

Amidst their collection of artworks from around

Today, he and Stella own 45 Carl's Jr. franchises in

the world, Stella is especially fond of one item - the

the San Francisco area doing in excess of $52 million in

large old butcher's block she unearthed in England and
refinished. It · now sits prominently in their
busy and well-used kitchen. It was a gift she
gave Tom to honor his background and his
father, who came to the San Joaquin Valley
from the Oklahoma dustbowl seeking a
better life.
"Dad always said he thought I'd do
good," Tom commented. "He figured I was a
good kid, so I would do good. I guess I did."
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he Music Building at Eastern Washington College of Education in
1948 had all the makings of a stage set for a Hollywood wartime movie:
budding romance, friendships, drama and music. Always music.
Against the backdrop of a looming war, the young musicians
in Eastern's Concert Band were busy spreading goodwill and good

long hours on the road and in the air and the fears of a coming
war - friendships that continue today.

music. They loaded onto and off buses in big cities and small towns

On Feb. 5, 1951, the 560th Air Force Band was officially

all across the state, spending nights at high school students' homes

called to active duty to serve during the Korean War. Wally and

and performing community concerts, all the while encouraging

Georgianna, engaged for nearly a year, flew into their own brand

countless college-bound students to enroll at Eastern .

of active duty to make quick wedding plans.

All those miles on the road helped turn some of their

"We always said that if Wally was called up, we w ould get

friendships into courtships - such as between Lois Thomas (flute)

married," Georgianna says. And, naturally, several members of

and Bob Iller (clarinet) and their friends Georgianna Wallace

the band attended their Feb. 16, 1951, wedding in Cheney.

(flute) and Wally Plowman (oboe).

Because all but two of the 560th Band members were Eastern

But back then, as they were making plans for the future,

students, the unit's recall was delayed until the end of the school

Uncle Sam had other plans - at least for the young men. In April

term - April 1 - the day each of the band members received the

1948, an Air National Guard band unit was formed on campus,

same call-up letter from Washington Gov. Arthur Langlie.

and that allowed most of the men to do their civic duty while still

"We all thought it was the biggest April Fool's Joke," Bob

attending college. The Music Building became home to both the

remembers. "Many of us had months left to serve in the reserves

Concert Band and the military band's weekly drills .

and only a quarter left to go till we graduated, and here we were

The friendships formed in those years intensified as these 35
men formed their band of brothers, sharing cramped quarters,

being called to active duty."
They were not sent overseas . Based at Geiger near Spokane

I

Mustering out of the armed forces in 1952 were band members (back, L-R) Donald
Allgaier, Loren Bartlett, Wally Plowman, Walter Schaar, Bob Ley, (front, L-R) William
Gotfredson, Glen Breitspecher, Nathan Commack Jr. and Maurice Davis.

At the Oregon State Fair in Salem, the band earned
nationwide attention for playing a concert of marches
while riding the giant Ferris wheel.

and then at Larson Air Force Base in Moses Lake, the 560th carried out the
mission of the band - performing stateside.
"We fought the battle of Geiger Air Force Base, the Battle of Moses
Lake and the Battle of McChord," Wally jokes.

From left, Loren Bartlett, Donald Allgaier and Wally
Plowman rehearse.

Some of the members of the original band returned to Eastern. Some
left to pursue careers. Others stayed on in the military. Many still remain
close - so close, in fact, that the musicians reunite every two years to play
and reminisce. While their next reunion is a year away, some of them

The band performed at rodeos, parades, dances, fairs, shopping

got together in April - during an Eastern alumni reunion event - when

centers, ice arenas and base reviews . One of the most memorable

members of the Concert Band from their era joined the current EWU

performances for the musicians drew quite a crowd as they played aboard

Concert Band to play a few numbers. Wally, Georgianna, Bob and Lois

the giant Ferris wheel at the Oregon State Fair in Salem.

were there, too.

"lhadtowatchoutandleanovertomakesuretheseatcomingaround
wouldn't hit the bell of my tuba," band member Keith Yates recalls.
On a sunny day at Grand Coulee Dam, members of the 560th
- sharply dressed in wool uniforms - sweltered as they played for the
inauguration ceremony of the huge irrigation system. "It was hotter than
... well, we couldn't wait to get outta there," Wally remembers.

Bob and Lois live in Spokane. He retired in 2000 as a professor of
education administration and school law at Whitworth College; she played
flute with the Spokane Symphony for 15 years, and she and Georgianna
still comprise half of the Silver Winds Flute Quartet.
Gunnar Munther worked for the U. S. Postal Service for 36 years and
is now retired, living in Spokane . Keith Yates served 18 years in the Air

The military band and its smaller jazz and dance bands became

Force, 14 years in the Army National Guard and retired in 1992 as president

popular fixtures on live radio programs in Spokane, Tacoma and Seattle,

of the Neighbors of Woodcraft (a fraternal insurance society) in Portland.

and on television with the Armed Forces variety show March On on

Keith still plays tuba in several bands (including the One More Time Around

Seattle's KING-TV. The extensive travel prompted assignment to McChord

Again Marching Band), and is an author (see story, page 15).

Air Force Base near Tacoma.
The band's regional travel by bus, train and plane was anything
but luxurious.

Wally and Georgianna are retired from teaching music and live in
Spokane Valley, where they care for 140 bee colonies that produce four
tons of honey each year. Now, when honeybees busily hum around Wally's

"We were afraid of some of the planes we were flying in," drummer

head as he walks in the warm sunshine toward his orchard, a slight breeze

Gunnar Munther says. "They had two engines, and sometimes one engine

at his back carries the faint sound of Georgianna's flute. It takes him back

would sputter. We never had parachute training, but they told us, 'When

to Eastern's Cheney campus, 57 years ago.

you jump out, pull the cord and hope for the best. Good luck."'
Bob and Lois had married in 1951, and he was happy to take early
release in February 1952 to return to finish his degree at Eastern. At
year's end, after 21 months of active duty, the original 560th Air Force
Band was deactivated and a new 560th Air National Guard Band created,
which lives on today at Spokane's Fairchild Air Force Base.

It all started more than half a century ago, but the music plays on.

Teaching and
Learning at 101
Emma is surprised she has lived so long . A slim, graceful woman
who adeptly maneuvers around her Spokane apartment with the
assistance of a wheeled walker - and surprising agility - shrugs her
small shoulders when asked to speculate about her longevity.
" I think being active has been the answer to it. I've always been
active . I manage to keep awfully busy, somehow."
Emma married Merion Smith in 1925 and while raising their son
and daughter in Clarks Fork, Idaho, took up substitute teaching. Later,
nearing her 60th year, when most are thinking about retiring, Emma
decided it was time to take summer classes at Eastern to obtain her
official teaching certificate, which she earned in 1963 .
Emma has witnessed America's automobile and road-building
revolution, the invention of plastic, World War I through Vietnam, 12
U.S. presidents, the discovery of penicillin and the polio vaccine and so
much more, including space travel. And she shared it all through the
years with her fifth- and sixth-grade pupils.
In 1969, a student asked if she thought they'd ever put a man
on the moon . She answered, "Of course they will," and the very next
day, they did . It's a distinctive teacher's memory that lives on as if it
happened yesterday.
But, this centenarian doesn't live in the p~st. She's in the market
for a new computer now - her old one is too slow - as it's so much
easier to keep in touch with loved ones by e-mail. Emma 's husband,
• f
I

their children and all but one of her nine siblings are deceased, but
she takes joy in hearing from her grandchildren, great-grandchildren,

Emma Smit h

great-great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and her many friends .
She also likes to stay current with politics. The solid Democrat
comes from a family of mostly Republicans.

orses' ~ooves plodde~-along the so~t~e:n Idaho dirt road,
pulling the wagon that was taking the family west. The
father's new job with the U.S. Immigration Service awaited
at the end of the 600-mile journey from Boise to Port
Townsend on Washington's coast.
Perhaps it was excitement or stress of the trip that caused the
mother to go into premature labor.
It was Oct. 27, 1904, when their travel plans briefly came to a
halt for the birth of a tiny girl, Emma. Not knowing if the 3-pound
baby would live or die, her parents wrapped her in cotton batting,
tucked her into her father's shoebox and put her in an oven to
keep her warm .
At a time when pneumonia, influenza and tuberculosis reduced
the average American's life expectancy to just 47, Emma Wilson
miraculously survived her early arrival. That's not all. Today she is
enjoying a happy, healthy, active life at age 101 .
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...... "My father was very much a Republican," Emma said, adding in a
whisper and with a chuckle, "and I think my mother was a Democrat
but my father didn't know it."
She served on several election boards over the years and cast her
ballot in every election since she was old enough to vote. "That's a
privilege we all have and people should vote," she said adamantly.
Bill Clinton's thick 957-page book My Life sits on the coffee table
in Emma's living room, with a bookmark holding the place where the
reading left off. An avid reader, Emma finds her eyes tire more easily,
so a friend comes in regularly to read to her.
That's not such a bad accommodation to make after all these
years for a woman who started out early, and in a shoe box, and who
maintains that "I've lived in the most amazing time and seen and
done more things than anyone could have done in any other period
in history."

ow located in the heart of
EWU's campus, the Cheney
Normal School Heritage
Center reminds today's students of
Eastern's historical beginnings. As
Washington's first State Normal
School (teacher training institution)
established in 1889, Eastern's roots are
firmly planted in Thomas Jefferson's
enduring legacy and unfaltering belief
that an educated populace is critical to
our success as a democratic republic.

N

Early graduates of Cheney Normal,
like Catherine Simpson, went on
to teach in one-room schoolhouses

in the region - and beyond. Today,
nearly 25 percent of EWU students
choose teaching as their career path.
Through her generous gift, the EWU
Foundation has established the
Catherine Diener Simpson Endowed
Fund for the One-Room Schoolhouse
that will help support activities and
programs of the Cheney Normal
School Heritage Center in perpetuity.
To learn more about adding to this
fund or establishing your own named
perpetual fund for Eastern through
the EWU Foundation, contact:

EWU Office of Planned Giving
1Z7 Hargreaves Hall
Cheney, WA 99004-2413
Gayle Ogden, J.D.
(509) 981-4496
gayle.ogden@mail.ewu.edu
Judy Rogers
(509) 359-6963
judith.rogers@mail.ewu.edu
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'04 Lauren C. Griswold, B.S. journalism,
was recently hired as community relations
coordinator of the New Britain Rockcats, who
are affiliated with the Minnesota Twins sports
organization. She lives in New Britain, Conn .
'04 Cara Lorello, B.A. English, began work in

December as a reporter with the Cheney Free
Press.
'03 Makayla Patrick, B.A. journalism, also is a
reporter with the Cheney Free Press.
'04 Jeremy Lokken, B.A. electronic media and
filmic arts, had his senior project film, Monster,
selected to screen at four juried film festivals,
including Mississippi's 8th annual Magnolia
Independent Film Festival, the Fargo '05 Film
Festival and the Cross Roads Film Festival in
Mississippi (where it won Best Animation).
The entry fees for these three festivals were
paid through awards from Eastern 's David K.
Terwische Memorial Fund. Jeremy lives in Coeur
d'Alene.
'04 Amanda Miseirvitch, B.A. electronic media

and filmic arts, entered her film, The New Girl,
at the 2005 Forx Film Fest 2005 in Grand Forks,
N.D., where it won Best Student Film.
'03 Mary Cook, B.F.A. studio art, is an artist
from Pomeroy, Wash., whose pottery and other
works are being entered in numerous juried
shows, including one in Argentina . She works
summers as a U.S. Forest Service employee in
the Pomeroy Ranger District.
'03 Kelly Sanders, B.A. history, was promoted
to 1st lieutenant in the Army. The Bothell
resident has been stationed in Iraq since
summer 2004.
'02 Max Mendez, B.A. music, is music director
at Spokane's Our Lady of Lourdes Cathedral. He
is chorus master of Opera Plus in Coeur d'Alene
and has performed in various regional opera
productions.
'02 Jason Jess, B.A.B. accounting, works as
shareholder services coordinator at Sterling
Financial Corporation in Spokane.
'01 Terri K. Benner, B.S. athletic training, works
in orthopedic surgery in McMinnville, Oregon.
She earned a master's in physician assistant
studies from Pacific University in 2004.

The Spokane resident is the only racer from
Washington on the Mountain Bike Chick team.
'00 Joe Braunstein, B.A.E. physical education,
teaches physical education at Our Lady of
Lourdes School in Vancouver, Wash ., where
his wife '99 Jaiann, B.A. nursing, is an RN
at Southwest Washington Medical Center.
They live with their three children in nearby
Ridgefield and bring the whole family to
Eagles football games each year.

'90s

____ _

'99 Shawn M. Kelly, B.A.E. music and B.A.
music composition, is a published composer
whose works have been performed by the
Spokane Symphony and the Celtic Nots. He
teaches piano, theory, violin and guitar in
Spokane.
'99 Christopher M. Valley, B.S. human biology,
received a doctorate in naturopathic medicine
from the National College of Naturopathic
Medicine in Portland in 2004 and is in general
family practice in Spokane specializing in
diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular management
and physical and sports medicine.
'99 Amy Moss, B.A.E. reading, recently
completed a master's degree in technology
in the curriculum and teaches third grade
at Pearson Elementary School in Bremerton,
Wash .
'98 Anjel 0. Luna Jr., B.F.A. studio art, was
recently hired as an art faculty member teaching
ceramics and art history at Arizona Western
College in Yuma.
'98 Darin Kamstra, B.M. music and B.A.
music, has been appointed director of jazz
studies and percussion at Mesa State College at
Grand Junction, Colo. He is also timpanist with
the Greely Philharmonic Orchestra.
'98 Alan Hale, B.A. education-physical
education, was promoted to junior varsity line
coach at Allen High School in Allen, Texas,
from the middle school level. Alan, who lives
in nearby McKinney, is one of 17 coaches
responsible for more than 200 football players
in grades 10-12.
'98 & '99 Andrea (Sinclair) Lutchendorf,
B.M. music and M.A. music-vocal performance,
teaches voice at Gonzaga University in
Spokane.

'00 Mary Carlson, B.S. geology, who only

began mountain bike racing four years ago,
is national champion in the NORBA National
Mountain Bike Series for Expert Women,
ages 25-29, after a series of races last year.
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'97 Manuel Soto, B.S. human biology, is a
geriatric clinical specialist who recently started a
private practice, Manuel Soto Physical Therapy
and Wellness, in Escondido, Calif.

'96 Tony Lenseigne, B.S. technology, has
been a firefighter in Seattle since 2000. He
played professional football (in San Diego,
Seattle and Minnesota) before an injury ended
his NFL career. He also operates a horse ranch
in Ellensburg.
'95 David Lamb, B.A.E. earth science, and
his wife '94 Stephanie, B.A.E. reading, live in
Las Vegas, where David is children's director at
Hope Baptist Church.
'95 Douglas Saar, B.A.B. accounting, was
recently named shareholder in the law office
of Skinner & Saar in Oak Harbor, Wash ., where
he and his wife '98 & '03 Tara, B.A. education
and M.A. special education, live with their two
children.
'94 Vincent Miller, B.S. physical education, is
a medical doctor and anesthesiology resident
at the University of Pittsburgh .
'94 & '95 James Jewell, B.A. history and M.A.
history, teaches U.S. history at North Idaho
College in Coeur d'Alene.
'94 Craig Sides, B.S. mechanical engineering
technology, is a senior information technology
specialist for Weyerhaeuser. He and his wife
Jodi live in Bothell, Wash,,, and own The Little
Gym of Everett, where he teaches balance
beam to young children.
'93 Jacqueline Almdale, B.A. English, is
an academic advisor for Washington State
University's Distance Degree Programs, advising
nearly 600 students scattered across the globe
- aboard mine sweepers in the Persian Gulf
to remote locations in Alaska. She honed her
working skills with nontraditional students
at Eastern as program coordinator with the
H.O.M.E. Program, 1990-93.
'93 Stephen M. Poff, M.S.W., continues his
work as a social worker with the Department
of Social and Health Services and as a field
representative with the Census Bureau in
Ellensburg. He recently published an article and
poem about the racehorse Seattle Slew.
'92 & '99 Barb Richey, B.A. applied psychology and M.S. communications, was named this
winter as the newest board member for the
Spokane Teachers Credit Union . Barb is director of University Relations at Eastern .
'91 Alan Plummer, B.A.E. social work, has
been teaching and coaching at the Northshore
School District for 11 years. He and wife Stella
live in Mill Creek, Wash ., and continue to
keep up with Eagle athletics, not missing a
Homecoming football game since graduation !

'91 Kathy Ruthven, BAE. English, is a
teacher/counselor with Walla Walla Catholic
Schools; she earned a master's degree in
curriculum and instruction from Walla Walla
College in 2000. Her husband '89 Steve,
BAB. economics, is executive vice president/
commercial loan officer at Baker Boyer Bank.
'91 Joe Faulkner, M.B.A., lives in Spring,
Texas, where he works for a NASA contractor
responsible for operating the space shuttle
program. He has applied for a job transfer to
Lockheed Martin's Space System Company in
Littleton, Colo.
'90 Brett Ren, BAB . business administration,
is a systems programmer, and wife '90 Kim
(Bowers) Ren, BAB. business administration,

is a senior business systems analyst, both with
Sprint in Olathe, Kansas.
'90 & '92 & '98 Vance Youmans, B.A. history,

M.A. history and BAE. social science, received
his second Exceptional Faculty Award from
Spokane Falls Community College in 2004
and was also named SFCC's Alumnus of the
Year. An SFCC faculty member, he has twice
been named to Who's Who Among America's
Teachers.
"

Bothell, Wash. He had been city manager at
Mill Creek.
'86 Lisa Neumann, B.A. communication

disorders, is the new director of Edmonds
Community College's Center for Families,
which provides services for families and
children. She was previously an instructor at
Everett Community College and chair of the
Early Childhood Education Department there .
'85 & '87 Bradley J. Cardinal, BAE. physical

education and M.S. college instruction, received
the 2005 College and University Professor of
the Year Award from the Northwest District
of the American Alliance for Health, Physical
Education, Recreation and Dance. Brad,
an associate professor in the Oregon State
University Department of Exercise and Sport
Science, was the inaugural director of The Body
Shop at Eastern, 1987-90.
'85

Stephanie

Williams-Bremgartner,

B.A. communication disorders, has worked for
the past 18 years as a speech pathologist. She
and husband Larry enjoy traveling from their
home in Winlock, Wash., in their 1956 hardtop
Chevy to car shows and the family cabin at
Priest Lake, Idaho.

'84 Julie Grazian, B.A. marketing, a resident

of Coronado, Calif., has been elected to the
Coronado Unified School District board of
directors.
'83 Doug Kelley, B.A. recreation administration, is a regional account executive with Avista
Utilities in Spokane. He serves as president of
the EWU Alumni Association board and as a
member of the EWU Foundation Board in addition to such other community services as
legislative chair-Spokane Regional Sports Commission, chair-Spokane County Planning Commission and past chair-Spokane Valley Chamber of Commerce. He is married to '02 Kim,
B.A. interdisciplinary studies.
'82 & '84 Marita {Brown) Cardinal, B.A.
theatre and M.A. interdisciplinary studies, has
been promoted to full professor in the College
of Education at Western Oregon University,
where she teaches dance and physical
education pedagogy.
'82 Robert Mull, M.A. history, recently was

named to Who's Who in America . In 1996
he received the EWU Alumni Achievement
Award and in 1991 received the EWU History
Department Alumni Award. He lives in Seattle.

'90 Craig Hunt, B.S. food and nutrition/

dietetics, is in his 11th year as a private practice
dietician in Spokane.

'80s

___ _ _

'89 Suzanne D. Lonn, M.A. English, had her
first novel, The Game of Hearts, published last
year. It is the story of an adoptee's identity
search . Suzanne retired from teaching English
at Valley Christian School in Spokane Valley
and is working on a second novel.
'88 Cal Fitzsimmons, B.A. journalism, has

been named editor of the Daily News in
Longview, Wash. Previously, he was editor of
the Missoulian in Montana and Sunday editor
at the Tri-City Herald in Kennewick.
Ellie Chambers, BAB. business
administration, last fall became director of
economic development for the city of Puyallup,
Wash. She had been economic development
director for Avista Corporation in Spokane for
13 years previously.
'88

'88 Karrin Dobbe, B.A. mathematics and

economics, owns Achieving Math, a math
tutoring and educational supplies company in
Bellevue.
'86 Bob Stowe, B.A. urban and regional

planning, was hired last fall as city manager of

'83 Connie (France) Patty, B.A.
education, lives in Frydlant in the Czech
Republic. She and husband Dave have been
working with teenagers through the Josiah
Venture, a Christian ministry, in the Czech
Republic since 1993 and are parents of
Tyler, Caleb and Claire, "who are American
passport holders but world citizens."
While at Eastern, she spent a lot of
time at the Music Department, where she
credits Ralph Manzo, the late emeritus
professor of music, with giving her lifechanging advice. "Some of his words to
me, spoken with great Italian fervor, like he
always did, were 'Don't shrink back from
the gifts you've been given. They may lead
you to places that you never expected, and you shouldn't be afraid of that. Use them
fully and enjoy every moment.'
"When I had the chance to travel to Germany with the Malachi Singers in 1984,
the music and drama team I would spend two years with, I remembered his words
and took them to heart, fully embracing the opportunity. I thought I was going to be
a teacher in the United States, but I ended up moving to Europe to work with young
people in ministry."
She met Denver native Dave, who was director of Malachi Ministries at the time,
when she was teaching in Spain, and they married in Germany in 1987.
"I'm so glad Doc Manzo planted that seed in my heart to not be afraid of where
my gifts would lead me!"
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Nada Morse, B.A.E. reading and
certificate, has retired from teaching after a
career in Spokane Schools and in the Borough
School District in Barrow, Alaska, where she
worked with Eskimo children . She is living in
Spokane.
'82

'82 William Russell, B.A. management,
assumed the post of administrator of Ritzville's
East Adams Rural Hospital this winter, serving
previously as chief executive officer at Riverton
Memorial Hospital in Wyoming .
'80 Doug Veysey, B.A. physical education,

received the Oregon Business Management
Educators Teacher of the Year Award last fall.
He and his wife '81 Twila, M.Ed., live in Myrtle
Point, Oregon, where he teaches business
classes and she is director of the CASA program
in Coos County.
'80 Jay Manning, B.A. government, was

appointed director of the Washington
Department of Ecology this winter by Gov.
Christine Gregoire. A former assistant attorney
general, he represented that department for
15 years .

'79 Cam Hershaw, B.A. government, was

hired this winter as chief of Washington's
Washougal Police Department. He had been a
police captain in Moscow, Idaho, for nine years
previously.
'79 Ted Schinzel, B.A. personnel manage-

ment, is acting district director of the U.S.
Small Business Administration in Spokane.
M.B.A.
business
administration, last fall became vice president
for finance and administration with Brown and
Cole retail grocery company in Bellingham,
Wash . A member of the EWU Foundation
Board, he is the former CEO of Cinnabon and
Molbak's, a nursery and garden center.
'79

Kern

Gillette,

'78 Rick Becker, B.A. physical education, is
the nation's best cross-country runner over
age 50. Now the National Masters CrossCountry champion (age 50+), he won his age
division (by a 23-second margin) in the USA
Track and Field National Masters in Portland
in December, beating two 1980 Olympians in
the process. Rick, the track and cross-country
coach at Selah High School, was a track and
cross-country All American while a student at
Eastern .
'78 Michael Bento, B.A. music, was selected

as 2004 Teacher of the Year in the Kent School
District, where he has worked for 18 years.
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He lives in Seattle with wife Lori and their two
children and plays steel pan professionally with
Pan Duo, a Seattle-based steel band.
'77 Mark Kulaas, B.A. urban and regional

planning, a land services director for
Washington's Douglas County, is a member of
the Wenatchee City Council.
'77 Larry P. Snider, B.A. radio-TV, is director of

programming at Morris Communications sevenstation radio cluster in Palm Springs, Calif. He
was transferred there from Anchorage.
'75 Leona M. Groesbeck, B.S. dental hygiene,

is serving as president of the Mount Baker Dental
Hygienists Association. She lives in Bellingham.
'74 Maureen (Lynch} Sturdevant, B.A. child

development, is director of market planning for
Rockhurst University's Continuing Education
Center. She lives in Prairie Village, Kansas.
'74 Sally Kaatz, B.A.E. Spanish, has been
teaching for nearly 30 years, currently in the
Ephrata School District. Her husband '81 Gary,
M.A. school administration, is retired .
'74 Charles D. Anderson, B.A. radio-TV, is
semi-retired in Fountain Hills, Arizona, after a
25-year career in sales and casino work in Las
Vegas.
'73 Tim R. Lindsey, B.S. geology, has been

'73 Marie Snyder, M.A. marketing education,

and her husband Les received the Washington
State Grange's Grange Leader of the Year
Award this past fall . Residents of Washtucna,
they have been members of the Ralston
Grange for more than 50 years. She taught for
many years before earning her master's degree
at Eastern.
Mark R. Lobdell, B.A. general
business, now serves as senior vice presidentfinancial advisor at Morgan Stanley in Benicia,
Calif.
'73

'72 & '74 Frederick J. "Joe" Emehiser, B.A.

recreation and leisure services and M.Ed.
physical education, works for Georgia Parks
and Recreation in Columbus and is director of
the Ft. Benning American Red Cross Station.
He retired in 1997 from the U.S. Army as a
lieutenant colonel. He lives in Smith, Ala ., just
across the Georgia state line.
'71 & '74 R.D. "Curly" Rousseau, B.A.

management and B.A. business education,
ranks as one of Eastern's most engaged
volunteers. He has been president of the
Eagle Athletic Association and member of the
executive board of the EWU Foundation since
June 2002 and is an ever-present and willing
volunteer, donating at least 15 hours of service
to his alma mater each week.

named senior vice president of exploration
with the Houston Exploration Company, the
Texas independent natural gas and crude oilproducing company.

after 25 years as Walla Walla County coroner.
He and his wife Ann continue to live in Touchet,
Wash., and have plans for extensive travel.

'73 John E. "Jack" Sheehan, B.A. psychology

'70 & '77 Clint Kruiswyk, B.S. physical

and M.A. English, continues to live in Las
Vegas and is the author of 11 books, the most
recent being Skin City: Uncovering the Las
Vegas Adult Industry (Harper Collins 2005) and
Embedded Balls: Peter Jacobsen's Life on the
PGA and Champions Tour (Putnam, scheduled
for release this August). Some of his other
books include The Players: The Men Who
Made Las Vegas Famous and Chicken Soup for
the Golfer's Soul.

education and M.A. instructional communication, is the retired director of technology
services at Educational Service District 101 in
Spokane. He is now RSVP director at the YMCA
of the Inland Northwest.

'73 Wayne Varnes, B.A. geography, retired
from the Colfax Police Department after
25 years of service. He and his wife '73 Jan
(Berry} Varnes, B.A.E. speech communication,
continue to live in Colfax.
'73 Susan Hollinsworth, B.A. biology, serves
on the board of directors for the Washington
State Dental Association and on the Dean's
Club board of directors for the University of
Washington School of Dentistry. She is a dentist
in Kent, Wash.

'71 Stephen M. Ames, B.S. biology, retired

'60s
'69 Rick Allen, B.A. journalism, who serves

as president of United Way of Pierce County,
has been selected president of United Ways of
Washington, overseeing the 22 United Ways in
the state.
'69 Wayne T. Smith, B.A. general business,

retired after a 33-year career (1971-2004) as
a special agent with the FBI. He lives in Pacific
Palisades, Calif.
'67 Bert N. Lomax, B.A. government, retired
from the Export-Import Bank of the U.S. after
36 years of service. He and his wife Elaine
continue living in Bethesda, Md., and enjoy
sailing on Chesapeake Bay.

'65 Joanne Morgan, B.A.E . physical
education, a third grade teacher at Reid
Elementary School in Cheney, was selected
Educator of the Year K-6 in the Cheney
School District by the West Plains Chamber
of Commerce.
'65 Vi Martin, B.A. physical education, is
the retired executive director of Campfire
USA-Inland Northwest Council.

B.A. industrial technology, died in 2000 .
He had been associate superintendent of
Seattle Schools and served as interim assistant state superintendent.

'29 Ilene Adams, certificate, who returned
to college to earn a BAE. in education in
1969, resides in Olympia after retiring in 1974
from a career teaching in Alaska schools. She
still visits Alaska several times a year.

'35 Rolland Helton, B.A. education,
recently celebrated his 94th birthday in

'61 Paul Hooper, B.A. government, is a
retired faculty member from the University
of Hawaii American Studies Department,
and continues to reside in Honolulu with
his wife '60 Gloria, B.A. education, who
retired after 30 years of teaching from her
position as professor of English and chair of
the Honolulu Community College Division
of Language Arts. They would love to hear
from fellow alumni!

Davenport, Wash. Rolland is likely Eastern's
oldest living varsity basketball player. He
could really jump, his stepson Gene Egbert
states, and although he stands just 5-foot
11-inches, he jumped center. "It was his
long arms and big hands that let him go
up against the 6- 11 guys," Gene says.
Rol land saw a lot of action because
back in his playing days, after every basket
was scored, ball control was fought for
with a jump ball at center court. He won

'53 Bernice (Fox) Cook, B.A. education,
is a retired teacher living in Port Angeles,
where she is active with the Port Angeles
Garden Club.

the Scarlet Arrow Trophy in 1935 for
"furnishing the most inspiration to his
teammates during the basketball season."
Rolland taught school in Grand Coulee
and farmed in Hartline . before retiring in
the late 1960s.

'30 Marie (Mickelsen) Buckley, B.A.
music, lives in Seattle near her nine
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Her husband '39 Dale L. Buckley,

'04 Richard Frazier, BA health & fitness, and
Caroline Myers, Dec. 18, 2004. He is teaching
and coaching in the Olympia School District.
'04 Jessie Morris, B.S. dental hygiene, and
'03 Ben Rook, BA criminal justice, Aug. 21,
2004. She is a dental hygienist in Seattle and
he is pursuing a career in law enforcement.
'04 Jaimee Schmitz, B.S. dental hygiene,
and '03 Ian Klei, B.S. journalism, June 26,
2004. She is a dental hygienist in Pullman and
he is an assistant sports information media
director at the University of Idaho. They live in
Moscow, Idaho.
'04 James Stegen, M.S. biology, and Molly
Pflueger, July 31, 2004. He attends the
University of Arizona in Tucson, where he is
also a teaching associate.

If there are any Eastern athletes who
played with Rolland who'd like to get in
touch, please contact perspective@mail.
ewu.edu .

'04 Rachel Swinyard, B.A.B . general management and human resource management, and Steve Schuerman, June 11, 2004.
The couple lives in Spokane, where she is
a loan and service center representative at
Horizon Credit Union.
'04 Nikki Rutter, B.A.E. mathematics education, and Donny Biagi, Aug. 21, 2004.
She is a teacher with the Spokane School
District.
'03 Terrie Glover, M.Ed . curriculum and
instruction, and Wayne Dennis Jr., Dec. 18,
2004. She works for the Helix School District,
and the couple resides in Weston, Wash.
'03 Branden Winebarger, B.S. applied developmental psychology, and Caitlin Montague, Dec. 4, 2004. He is a school mun-

(Photo: '35 Kinnikinik)

seling student at Heritage University. The
couple lives in Mesa, Wash.

'03 Dominic Duncan, BAE . social studies,
and Kari Walker, July 17, 2004. He is a teacher
and coach in Cheney.
'03 Erica Saar, BAB. general management
and human resource management, and '03
Scott LaPlant, BAB. management information systems, July 24, 2004 . Erica is a graduate student at Eastern and Scott is a CPA w ith
McDirmid, Mikkelson & Secrest in Spokane.
'02 Bethany Luck, B.S. communications, and
'86 Chad Hutson, BA journalism, July 31,
2004. She is an assistant director of marketing
at Riverpark Square in Spokane and he works
in public relations.
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'02 Donnie LeBret, BAB management
information systems and human resource
management, and Monica Abrahamson,
Aug . 28, 2004. He works in human resource
administration for the Spokane Tribe,
Spokane.
'02 Lisa Stott, M.S.W. social work, and
Charles Hollen, Sept. 25, 2004. The couple
lives in Spokane, where she is a social worker
with Head Start.
'01 Beverly Johnson, BAE. reading, and '01
Matthew Williams, BAB. human resource
management and general management,
July 31 , 2004. She teaches second grade at
Assumption Catholic School in Bellingham
and he is a business analyst at Olympic Health
Management in Bellingham .
'01 Tana K. Gilson, B.S. biology, and Brodie
Larson, Jan . 1, 2005 . She is a media assistant
with Kelly Brady Advertising in Spokane.

'87 Jan Neidig-Leeper, 54, BA liberal studies,
died Jan. 29, 2005. A Spokane resident, she
was senior and managing housing developer for
Common Ground, a nonprofit organization.
'84 Jon Fox, 43, BA business administration,
died Nov. 10, 2004, in Yakima. He retired from
the Army as a major in 1994 and had worked in
various capacities in the region until his illness ..
'84 Bessie "June" Babcock, 81, M.S.
developmental psychology, died in December
2004 in Spokane. She taught school in California
for 25 years, then taught English in the South
Pacific, Japan and Latvia.

'70s

_ _ __ _

'79 Caryl Zorn Badey Minard, 67, BA general
accounting, died Feb. 13, 2005, in Everett. She
had worked as an auditor with the Washington
Department of Revenue for more than 20 years.
'78 Richard E. Flamer, 72, M.A. counseling
psychology, died Jan. 24, 2005. A resident of
Tallahassee, he retired in 1997 as vice president of
student affairs at Florida A&M University.
'78 Diannia Piercy, 52, BA studio art, died
Feb. 25, 2005. An artist and teacher, she was
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'01 Caryn Frazier, BAE. reading, and Brian
Bothman, Jan . 31, 2005. The couple lives in
Spokane, where she is prevention coordinator
with Educational Service District 101.
'01 Melissa Anderson, BA applied psychology,
and Tyler Anderson, July 30, 2004. The couple
lives in Moses Lake, where she is a prevention
intervention specialist for the North Central
Education Service District.
'99 Kimberly Alverson, BAB. general
management and human resource management,
and Jason Prahl, July 23, 2004. She is a payroll
analyst for Alaska Airlines in Seattle; the couple
lives in Auburn, Wash.
'98 Carrie Lovell, B.S. communications, and
'00 Zack Mclnelly, BA geology, Sept. 25,
2004. She works in sports marketing for Varsity Communications Inc. Zach is a project manager for Sunset Landscape and Design. They
live in Seattle.

coordinator of faculty development and an
instructor at the Art Institute of Seattle.
'76 Ralph L. Lieser, 51, BA biology, died Nov. 17,
2004. He had been living in Ocean Park, Wash .,
having retired from a position as lead operator for
the Vancouver Parks Department, where he had
developed a water filtration system for the city.
'74 Sister Mary Kathryn (Anna Jean) Trenary,
80, M.A. interdisciplinary studies (music), died in
March in Spokane. She would have celebrated
her 60th jubilee this summer. She taught music in
Seattle, Spokane and in the Yakima area.
'72 Constance Edgett, 85, BA dental hygiene,
died Nov. 30, 2004, in Cheney. She was active in
the West Plains Chamber of Commerce.
'72 Donna Jean Hofer, 56, BA government,
died Nov. 19, 2004. A resident of Kenmore,
Wash ., she was recently retired from a
Department of Treasury position and active in
community organizations.
'70 & '74 Daniel Kelly, 63, BA industrial
technology and M.A. psychology, died Nov. 20,
2004. A man who loved hunting, fishing and
cooking, he retired from Pend Oreille County's
Northeast Tri-County Health District as director of
environmental health in 1993.

'98 Katherine Neupert, BAB. marketing, and
Jason Breitling, Oct. 16, 2004. She is an esthetician
and massage therapist; they reside in Seattle.
'98 Traci Mahaffey, B.S. communications, and
'98 Jason Hudson, BA government, July 23,
2004. The couple lives in Colbert, Wash., and
both work in sales.
'96 Megan Myhre, BA recreation management, and Phillip Martin, Nov. 27, 2004. She is
a flight attendant with Delta Airlines; they live in
Marietta, Ga.
'95 Andrea King, BA government, and Ryan
Robertson, Oct. 23, 2004. The couple lives
in Seattle, where she is an attorney with Fox,
Bowman & Duarte.
'94 Linda J. Johnson, BA business education,
and '67 Larry P. Klavano, BA radio-TV, Jan.
1, 2005. She works at Career Path Services in
Spokane and he is a real estate investor.

'65 Ruth Wahl, 91, M.A. elementary teaching,
died March 14, 2005, in Moses Lake. She taught
in the Washington communities of Washtucna,
Connell and Lind.
'65 George Watson, 89, BAE. social science,
died Oct. 26, 2004, in Spokane. A long-time
teacher in the area, he had also been a ski
instructor and a bull rider.
'63 Margaret Carlson, 80, M.A. elementary
teaching, died Aug . 29, 2004, in Spokane.
She taught for many years, won a Fulbright
Scholarship as an exchange teacher to England
and later taught in Japan.

'50s

____ _

'58 Lois Jansson, 85, BA social science, died
Jan. 25, 2005. A resident of St. Maries, Idaho,
she taught for many years and had served as a
volunteer at a women's shelter and on a crisis line.
'57 Frank T. Yuse, 77, BA education and
liberal arts, died Jan. 2, 2005, in Spokane. The
long-time community activist and educator was
profiled in the fall 2004 issue of Perspective for
his recognition in the Kathleen O'Connor contest
to seek a solution to problems with the U.S.

health care system. He taught in several Idaho
and Washington communities and worked on
various social justice issues for Catholic Charities
after retirement.

joined Gwin, White and Prince Fruit Brokerage.
He was honored as an Outstanding Educator of
America in 1971 and 1973. He had been living in
Grand Junction, Colo.

'55 Alvin Sauer, 67, M.A. industrial technology,
died Jan. 30, 2005. Active much of his life in the
field of agriculture, he received his SO-year pin
from the Lamont Grange and had served on the
Sprague Chamber of Commerce.

'49 & '51 David E. Austin, 78, B.A. social
science and education and M.S. education, died
Nov. 14, 2004, in Anacortes. He served in the
submarine service in the South Pacific during
WWII, retired as a California school administrator
and became director of off-campus programs
for business and industry at Central Washington
University in Ellensburg .

'51 Dean M. Baum, 79, B.A. early childhood
-education, died Oct. 23, 2004, in Portland.
He taught in several Washington and Idaho
communities and also worked in farming and
ranching in central Washington .
'SO William Golden, 77, B.A. economics, died
Dec. 4, 2004, in Spokane. He had careers with
Weyerhaeuser, ·Equitable Life Insurance Company
and as chief appraiser in the Walla Walla County
Assessor's Office.

'49 William "Bill" Penhallegon, 79, B.A.
mathematics and education, died March 7,
2004. He was chair of the Physical Education
Department at Wenatchee Junior.., College for 20
years and after retiring from teaching in 1984

'49 Jack C. Charles, 82, B.A. early childhood
education, of Yakima died Jan . 1, 2005. He had
been a teacher and elementary school principal
in Washington's Clarkston, Highline and Yakima
school districts.
'46 Miriam Schierman, 89, BAE. education,
died Dec. 3, 2004, in Spokane. A teacher, she
wrote We Got Here from There, a book about
the early history of St. John, Wash., and another
book about the year she spent on Tinian Island,
north of Guam.
'40 Harvey Krell, 88, B.A. education, died
June 22, 2003, in Spokane. A member of
Kappa Delta Pi, he was the first of three

'55 & '64 Dolores "Bridget" Gibler, 72,
B.A. music and M.A. education, died Jan . 27,
2005, in Spokane. Her career as a music teacher and band director in the region spanned four
decades; she excelled in an area of education
usually dominated by men, 1950s-1980s.
She developed three enduring programs in
Spokane Schools, for which she served as music
coordinator into the 1980s: Imagination Celebration, Creative Arts in Summer Time (CAST)
and the Orff instrument program. She was the
first person from Spokane elected president of
Northwest Music Educators Association (which
honored her in the Washington Music Educators Hall of Fame in 1998) and played French
horn with the Spokane Symphony, among her long list of accomplishments.
Many at Eastern knew her for her affiliation with and passion for the Tawanka
women's service organization, which recently celebrated its 75th year. For this event,
she helped develop an updated directory and two histories (Tawanka : 1927-1959 and
Tawanka Alumnae 1934-2002: A Brief History). She held several offices with Tawanka
and was continuing treasurer with the Tawanka alumni association for 20 years until
her death.
Her long-time friend and partner, Laurel Nett, recently funded the Dolores L. Gibler
Memorial Graduate Fellowship to assist master's-level students in teacher education
and/or music education . She also added to the Tawanka Alumni Scholarship Fund at
the EWU Foundation to assist undergraduate education majors. Memorials in Dolores
Gibler's honor may be made to either fund .

generations to graduate from Eastern. He
taught in Electric City and after WWII, obtained
a law degree and worked as an attorney; he
retired from Transamerica Title. His daughter
'74 Marta (Krell) Powrie (Katana), B.A.E.
special education, said the education her father
received at Eastern inspired her to become a
teacher as well.

'30s
'34 Carl Wasmund, 96, B.A. physical education,
died Oct. 8, 2004. He taught for many years in
the Puyallup area, retiring in 1975.
'31 Mollie E. Nicholson, 93, B.A. communication studies, died Feb. 25, 2005, in Everett. She taught school for nearly 30 years
in Snohomish County and later returned to
her memories of the wheat lands of eastern
Washington's Lincoln County to create her
book How It Was in Hawk Creek Canyon, for
which she was awarded the Lucille McDonald Memorial Award by the Pacific Northwest
Writers Conference. Mollie was a member of
the EWU Alumni Association and the Tawanka
organization at EWU, to which the family suggests memorials may be sent.
'30 Dorothy Baken, 93, teaching certificate,
died Nov. 14, 2004, in Spokane. She taught in
La Crosse, Wash., and farmed in Union Flat for
many years.

'20s

_

_ _ __

'29 Mary Agnes Praetorius, 95, B.A. education,
died Jan. 4, 2005. A member of the Tawanka
organization at Eastern, she had taught in several
communities throughout eastern Washington,
retiring in 1975 from teaching at Spokane
Community College.

Faculty & Staff
'76 Florence (Steen) Gates, 87, B.A. general
education, died March 8, 2005. She came to
Eastern in 1954 and retired as Central Services
Supervisor-publications in 1980. An accomplished violinist, she was a member of the Spokane Symphony and EWU Orchestra.
John A. McDaniel, 52, died April 11, 2005,
in Spokane. Owner of Northwest Hospitality,
he operated many restaurants in Washington
and Idaho. He was a volunteer instructor
in the EWU College of Business and Public
Administration's Center for Entrepreneurial
Studies and a member of the Dean's Advisory
Board. John was named Eastern's Entrepreneur
of the Year 1999-2000.
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he Winter Without
Snow (or Rain)

ByBobQuinn

H

ave the weather gods gone mad?
There was an all-time record rain in Los Angeles of 36 inches this winter, with

floods galore. Yet in our neck of the woods, our ski areas closed down early due

to lack of snow, which was then followed by an anomalous snowfa ll March 20-April 20
producing more snow than fell all winter.
No, not madness - just another frustrating drought winter in the Northwest.
After studying and teaching climatology for 37 years here at Eastern, I've seen every
conceivable type of winter. This one wasn't even the worst.
I remember the winter of 1968-69 when 50 inches of snow fell in January, and it snowed
28 out of 31 days that month. I also remember the drought of 1976-77 when only 7.2 inches
of precipitation fell the who le year.
The winter we just experienced has been a particularly dry one, it's true, as only 7.4
inches of precipitation fell versus a normal 11.2 inches - and only 25 inches of snow versus
a normal 46 inches.
The culprit has been a weak El Nino pattern that caused the storm track to split, with most
of the wet storms going south into California and into the Southwest, where the blossoming
desert was something to behold this spring. There, the seeds can lie dormant in the soil for
decades until just the right conditions prevail, like this year, and everything bursts into color.
But, this left the Northwest high and dry, and the results are right outside our window.

The ponds are only half full, and many nesting wildfowl have moved north as our local ponds
w ill likely go dry before July.
The real serious moisture deficits are in the Cascades and Selkirk mountains where only
25 to 45 percent of normal snow water exists . Thi s means many rivers - like the Spokane and
Yak ima - may see record low summer flows . The upper Columbia River in Canada is in fair
shape, but even the Columbia wi ll have about 70 percent of normal runoff .
Thi s means serious concerns for fish passage, power generation and irrigation water
- and the potential for a severe summer fire season.
But, let me offer some good news.
El Nino, the winter's warm and dry pattern, is gone, so hopefully next
winter will be a wetter one . Frankly, I want to enjoy the ducks and geese
nesting in my back pond - which they haven't done in three years.
It's too early for a scientific prediction, as we' ll have to keep an eye on
what the sea temperatures are doing in the coming months. But don't
forget, we weather guys are born optimists. And that can't hurt.

PS. Since I first wrote these words, two to three inches of rain
have been delivered in the local area in May This has helped soil
moisture and has even added some water to the local wetlands. It
will not help the mountain snowpack, as it is already gone, but it
will certainly push the fire season back to mid-summer. Pray for a
cool summer.
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Eastern Washington University

As was announced on the inside front cover of this issue of Perspective, this magazine
is changing and will be coming to you in September with a new look and a new name
- Eastern.

In our winter 2005 issue, another coming change was mentioned - some of you who
attended Eastern but are not degree holders, will no longer receive the magazine,
effective this coming fall.
If you are one of those individuals, there will be two asterisks next to your name on
the back cover mailing label of this issue - but you still have an opt-in opportunity to
keep receiving the magazine at no cost if you wish.
It's easy. If there are no asterisks by your name, the magazine will keep coming
your way.
If the asterisks appear by your name and you don't mind losing touch with Eastern's
magazine for alumni and friends, do nothing ... but if the asterisks appear by your
name and you do want to stay on the mailing list, please contact us by checking the
opt-in line on the bottom of the form below and return it to us, or send an e-mail
to : perspective@mail.ewu.edu (please include your name and mailing address).
And, if you've already contacted us, our system has been updated and your wishes
will be reflected in the September mailing.
Will we see you in September?
Fall 2005

Share your news with your alma mater!
Whether your Eastern degree is brand new or one that says Cheney Normal School on it, you're an Eastern grad - and
we want to hear from you. New job? Change of address? Recent awards? Please let us know.

And, if you are one of the individuals who may be removed from the Perspective mailing list (see notice above)
- but you still want to receive the magazine - be sure to check the line at the bottom of this form. If you value
Perspective (soon to become Eastern), it's important to US that we keep sending it to YOU!

r-------------------------7
Name - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1
Class Year _ _ _ _ _ __

Degree

_________ ]

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Is address new?

Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E-mail _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

News _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I have been identified as a person who may no longer be interested in receiving
this magazine, but I wish to remain on the mailing list ___ (check here)

I
I
I
I WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
I Please send to:
I EWU Alumni Relations
I 506 F Street
I Cheney, WA 99004-2402
EWU-ALUM (398-2586)
I (888)
PH: (509) 235-5034
I Fax: (509) 235-5032

EASTERN

L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - J Web : www.ewualumni.org
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$28 of your $30 specialized plate fee will go toward scholarships for EWU students.
Contact the Olympia Department of Licensing or go to the EWU Alumni Web site:
http://www.ewualumni.org/ to get an application and information.

If your name below has two asterisks (**) next to it, you may not be receiving EWU's magazine
for alumni and friends much longer - unless you act! See inside back cover for details.
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